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Should juveniles be tried as adults in serious crimes in the US?
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 	It is mortifying when we hear about crimes committed by children under the age of 18, or when we hear that the victims are still minors. Truthfully, “In 2018, law enforcement agencies in the U.S. made an estimated 728,280 arrests of persons under age 18” (National Center for Juvenile Justice 2019) which is considered high. So, it raises the question of should juveniles go to an adult prison to toughen the system? Is the juvenile justice system not solid enough for minors to rehabilitate themselves?  
According to Jamie J. Spannhake, “The juvenile justice system is the structure of the criminal legal system that deals with crimes committed by minors, usually between the ages of 10 and 18 years.” (Spannhake 2019) The upper age by which a juvenile can be eligible is determined by each state’s juvenile statute. Youth crime is simply any felony that can be committed by an adult, but it is acted upon by a minor. “There are also status offenses that may only be committed by a juvenile, such as curfew violations, running away, truancy, and underage alcohol consumption. In the juvenile justice system, youth offenders are not tried as adults, and their cases are heard in a separate court designed for juveniles.” (spannhake 2019)
Also, there is a clear difference between the adult justice system and the juvenile justice system. A juvenile is not categorized as a criminal when a minor commits a crime, they call it a delinquent act. Other differences are, “A complaint is filed in an adult criminal case, but a petition is filed in a juvenile offender case. An offender who is tried as an adult for a crime, and whom a judge or jury determines to be guilty, is convicted of that crime. Finally, a juvenile, however, is adjudicated, delinquent. A convicted adult receives a sentence as punishment, whereas a juvenile receives a disposition, or outcome of their hearing.” (Hamblen 2020) 


There is a saying "old enough to do the crime, old enough to do the time" if a minor commits a serious deliberate crime such as murder or rape which causes a lot of pain for the family of the victim. Then the suspect gets a light sentence that doesn’t compensate enough for the pain that they have caused, is this fair enough or not? Will it stop the suspect from committing similar crimes in the future? Some will say that they need to be held accountable for their actions. According to Mary Onelia Estduillo who has written several articles for the Guardian, “Some youths are even known to commit crimes without thought because they know they cannot be tried as adults. Eventually, many young offenders who go through juvenile systems do not end up rehabilitated and, as a result, turn back to crime. In many jurisdictions, a child may have to commit 10 to 15 serious crimes before anything is done to him.” (Estudillo, 2008) Society thinks that if we toughen the system then minors/ juveniles will start committing less crime. That is due to children knowing that there will be a way out. They are not afraid of committing the crime more than once because they will get out of prison sooner or later.
Another reason for juveniles should be tried as adults is because the juvenile's justice system cannot take on serious crimes, they are supposed to handle thefts and small crimes. “The juvenile court is no longer capable of providing the individualized attention that it first sought out to do and can no longer easily help at-risk offenders who are threats even after their juvenile sentences, Laws were first created to handle small cases such as truancy, shoplifting, and vandalism. These laws are now archaic, as they cannot handle today's violent crimes.” (Estudillo, 2008) Now if the crime rates of juveniles are increasing then more rehabilitation services, a more secure and promising system are needed to that help those children and guide them. But some minors don't finish their rehabilitation time, some get an easy sentence, and some don't even get the proper guidance/ measures that they need. Therefore, it ends up being a waste of time and resources. Or minors start committing crimes again even when they are adults.  
For example, Santa Fe high school shooting was committed by a 17-year-old boy, who killed 10 people and wounded 13. He was charged with capital murder and aggravated assault of a public servant. According to Houston Public Media, “If convicted in state court, Pagourtzis would qualify for a life sentence. But under Texas law, he could be eligible for parole after 40 years, because he was a minor at the time of the shooting.” (Associated Press 2019) If an adult committed such crime, they would get the death penalty. However, “Though Dimitrios Pagourtzis was charged as an adult and jailed without bond, even if he’s found guilty, he can’t be sentenced to death because of a 2005 U.S. Supreme Court ruling. And in the Lone Star State, he can’t be sentenced to life without parole as the result of a 2013 law that banned the practice for minors.” (Blakinger 2018). The shooter will be in prison for 40 years but is it enough for all the anguish he has caused for the victim’s families? 
Now to the other part of the argument, there is a juvenile justice system for a clear reason, which is to protect minors from the tough circumstance that they have to go through in normal adult prison. In an article called “Should Juveniles be charged as adults in the criminal justice system” Scialabba states, “The reason that juvenile courts were created in the nineteenth century was that society recognized that juveniles did not have the cognitive development that adults had, would benefit more from rehabilitative services to prevent recidivism, and needed more protections.”(Scialabba, 2016) Children that commit such hideous crimes at a young age are not in their right state of mind and need immediate care and rehabilitation to get to the root of their issue. If they are being charged as adults, then they will be locked up as children in an adult prison which will only make them more criminal. 
According to the Equal Justice Initiative, "many children prosecuted as adults suffer from untreated mental illness. Unlike adults with mental illness, children have very limited experience in managing their disabilities, anxieties, fear, and trauma. They often act impulsively, recklessly and irresponsibly. In an adult jail or prison, this behavior results in more aggressive punishment which can worsen a child’s mental health problems.” (Children in Adult prison) 
Adding to that, “Some jurisdictions abide by a “once an adult, always an adult” rule, meaning that if a juvenile has been criminally prosecuted as an adult in the past, any future crimes will be automatically filed in adult court rather than the juvenile court, regardless of the seriousness of the alleged offense.” (Scilaaba, 2016) This is a serious decision that can impact a child’s life for a long time. For example, in some states they have no minimum age for trying as adults, “some states allow children to be prosecuted as adults at 10, 12, or 13 years old. Children as young as eight have been prosecuted as adults.” (Children in Adult prison) So if a child has already been sent to adult prison and sentenced as an adult, if they committed a crime again, they will be sentenced to adult prison again even if they are still a minor. This can cause controversy because what if the child did not commit a crime in the first place, but they went to prison? 
For instance, U.S supreme court banned the death penalty for children in 2005, however since then a lot of children have been sentenced to die in prison. In an investigation done by the Equal Justice Initiative, they found that children as young as 13 years old were sentenced to death in jail in adult court. They recorded 73 cases nationally in which children aged 13 and 14 were sentenced to incarceration until death while 70% of them were children of color. (Cruel and Unusual: Sentencing 13-14-year-old children to die in prison). These children get no second chances or right to live a normal life again for a crime they may or may have not committed in the first place. “Most of these sentences were mandatory, the sentencing judge was not allowed to consider the child’s age or life history. Some children were sentenced for a crime where no one was killed or even injured, and many were convicted even though older teens or adults were primarily responsible for the crime.” (Cruel and Unusual: Sentencing 13-14-year-old children to die in prison). Is sending children to prison for life going to teach them any kind of lesson? Putting children in an environment full of criminals and murderers will only expose them to more criminal behavior, if they do ever get out of prison, they will only carry the same vicious acts outside in the real world. 
The topic of whether juveniles should be tried as adults or not is very controversial because there are a lot of factors that fall into it, the justice system takes responsibility for children. They have to look closely at why the crime was committed in the first place, what they can do for them and whether the crime is hideous enough that it must be moved to the adult justice system such as school shooting. Such crimes become personal to many people including the victim’s family. However, children have rights and all sides have to be taken into consideration. Also, such decisions are entirely based on the law of each state and all circumstances will need to be evaluated thoroughly.  
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